
    What is the Gospel? 
 
Today we begin a new series on the gospel.  Our goal is to explore and explain the 

meaning and nature of the gospel as an essential category of biblical Christianity.  As 

American evangelicalism becomes increasingly “tolerant” of other religions, as it 

becomes diluted by its frequent compromises with non-biblical religions and with the 

secular world in order to be more relevant, the clarity, purity and self-consistency of the 

gospel are losing ground in favor of a more general, wide and weakened understanding 

of the biblical teaching on this all-important topic.   

What is the gospel?  Where do we find it in Scripture?  Is it only located in the New 

Testament or is it also addressed and contained in the Old Testament?  How is it 

described in Scripture?  Is it necessary for one to understand and accept the gospel in 

order to be in the faith?  Is it something we are required to do, for example, to obey?  

How many gospels are there?  Is there a relationship between the gospel and the genre 

of literature known as the Gospels?  These and other questions abound; they are 

important matters that need to be addressed not only for the purpose of doctrinal 

clarification but also for the cause of assuring us of God’s unique and unchangeable 

standard of salvation. 

The word gospel comes from the Greek euangelion which means glad tidings, good 

tidings, good news and also the reward for good news.  The bearer of bad news was 

punished for the quality of the news that he proclaimed and the bearer of good news 

was rewarded for the joyous and comforting report that he brought.  Thus, the 

messenger bearing news of Saul’s death was himself killed by David, 2 Sam 1:3-17.  In 

referring to this incident, David himself explained later “.. when one told me, 'Behold, 

Saul is dead,' and thought he was bringing good news, I seized him and killed him at 

Ziklag, which was the reward I gave him for his news.”  4:10.  Later, when David’s 

unruly son Absalom was killed in battle, Ahimaaz’ desire and to bring this news to David 

was wisely counseled by Joab, “.. "You are not to carry news today. You may carry 

news another day, but today you shall carry no news, because the king's son is dead."”  

2 Sam 18: 20.  When Ahimaaz insisted, Joab maintained his position, saying “.."Why 

will you run, my son, seeing that you will have no reward for the news?"”  v. 22.  Upon 

meeting David, Ahimaaz addressed in a very fawning manner:   

“ .. "All is well." And he bowed before the king with his face to the earth and said, 

"Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand 

against my lord the king."  v.28.  When David asked about the status of Absalom, he 

deceitfully responded, “ "..  I saw a great commotion, but I do not know what it was."”  v. 

29.  Ahimaaz’s evasion of relaying the bad news of Absalom’s death to King David 

saved his life – he told David the good news of the victory that left out the bad report of 

the death of Absalom.   (Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol. II, p. 721).  

This information was shortly after supplied in a roundabout way by a Cushite: “The king 

said to the Cushite, "Is it well with the young man Absalom?" And the Cushite 

answered, "May the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up against you for evil 

be like that young man."”  v. 32. 


